
   ©
 
 



   ©
 
 

Text structures
This no-prep, comprehensive bundle includes plenty 

of review and practice. 

Match definitions with their structures. 

Match signal words with their structures. 

Review five sample paragraphs written about 

salad and choose the structure used for each. 

Then write your own paragraphs in different 

structures about: tacos, popcorn, soda, French 

fries, pizza, candy, cake, ice cream, chips, and 

burgers! Ten different foods that all kids love 

and are familiar with! 

 

 

 

 

Ideas: have students work in pairs to share the 

writing tasks. Let groups swap papers and have 

them identify the structures in each other’s answers.  

Let the groups/partners choose the food topic they 

want to write about. Underline signal words used.
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____________________________ _______ ____

          Directions: Read the definition of each text structure and determine which one it is,  

using the word bank below. If you aren’t sure of an answer, skip it and come back to it. 

 

● description ● sequence Order ● cause effect ●  

● comparison contrast ●  problem solution ●  

 

 Something needs “fixed”. Author 
states a problem and one or more 

ways to solve it. 
  

Author describes events in a 
certain order. 

  
Author explains how things are 

alike and/or different. 
  

Author explains a topic using 
examples and characteristics. 

  
Author describes an event and the 

results that occurred. 
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Read the group of signal words and match them with the structure they describe. Put the name of 

the structure in the blank box. 

Description   sequence Order   cause effect 

 comparison contrast    problem solution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For instance… 

Such as… 

Consists of… 

For example… 

Directions 

Most 

 

As a result of… 

Since 

Caused by 

Therefore 

Because of… 

In order to… 

First 

Second 

Next  

Last 

Then 

Finally 

 

Same as 

However, 

Differs from 

Similar to… 

Both 

Either 

 

Problem is… 

The main issue 
is… 

One answer is… 

Since 

It was solved… 
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          Directions: Read the definition of each text structure and determine which one it is, using  

the word bank below. If you aren’t sure of an answer, skip it and come back to it. 

 

● description ● sequence Order ● cause effect ●  

● comparison contrast ●  problem solution ●  

problem/solution Something needs “fixed”. Author 
states a problem and one or more 

ways to solve it. 

sequence/Order 
 

Author describes events in a 
certain order. 

comparison/contrast  
Author explains how things are 

alike and/or different. 

description  
Author explains a topic using 
examples and characteristics. 

cause/effect  
Author describes an event and the 

results that occurred. 
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Read the group of signal words and match them with the structure they describe. Put the name of 

the structure in the blank box. 

Description   sequence Order   cause effect 

 comparison contrast    problem solution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For instance… 

Such as… 

Consists of… 

For example… 

Directions 

Most 

 

As a result of… 

Since 

Caused by 

Therefore 

Because of… 

In order to… 

First 

Second 

Next  

Last 

Then 

Finally 

 

Same as 

However, 

Differs from 

Similar to… 

Both 

Either 

 

Problem is… 

The main issue 
is… 

One answer is… 

Since 

It was solved… 

cause/effect description sequence/Order 

problem/solution 
comparison/contrast 
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Use the Salad Paragraphs Activity included to 
review the five common text structures that 
authors use. (answer key included) 

 

 

 

 

Then have your students brainstorm and write 
their own paragraphs about different foods. 

One sample paragraph is written for each food 
topic. Signal words are given as hints. 

● description ● sequence Order ● cause effect ●  

● comparison contrast ●  problem solution ●  
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Review with Salad Paragraphs 

Directions: read each paragraph and decide which structure is used to organize it. 

compare/contrast●  sequence/order ● description ● cause/effect ● problem/solution  

 

1. Salads are a great way to get lots of veggies in your daily diet. Traditional green salads are a bowl of 

chopped up lettuce with different kinds of fresh vegetables such as tomatoes, cucumbers, carrots and 

onions on top. Italian and Ranch are popular salad dressings that kids love to pour over the salad.   

Structure: ____________________ 

*************************************************************************************** 

2. Salad bars became very popular at restaurants in the early 1980’s because health and physical 

fitness became widespread topics. Restaurants added salad bars to their menus to keep up with what 

customers wanted.  Burger King and Wendy’s even had salad bars in their restaurant space for a 

while. Although many of the self-serve salad bars are gone, restaurants still offer a variety of pre-made 

salads as menu items.  

Structure: ____________________ 

*************************************************************************************** 

3. A common complaint about school cafeteria menus has been that many of the foods lack nutritional 

value. Health officials warn us not to eat foods that are high in salt and fat. To help resolve this 

ongoing issue, many school districts have taken steps to revamp their cafeteria offerings, including 

adding salads and other healthy foods to their menus.  

Structure: ____________________ 

*************************************************************************************** 

4. Two popular menu items are Cobb salad and Taco salad. Both start with a base of lettuce and each 

includes meat/protein, but they have very different toppings. Cobb salad has bacon, shredded cheese, 

tomatoes, hard boiled eggs, chicken, and avocado. Taco salad has ground beef, tomatoes, chili beans, 

cheese, onion, and crushed tortilla chips. The dressings are varied for both of the salads. Both are 

hearty enough to be a meal.  

Structure: ____________________ 

*************************************************************************************** 

5. It’s easy to make a salad. First, chop up lettuce and put it in a bowl. Then cut up and add the fresh 

veggies you like: tomatoes, onions, cucumbers and carrots. Next, select the dressing you want to add 

and pour it over the top. Finally, add some croutons for a nice crunchy finish.  

Structure: ____________________ 
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Review with Salad Paragraphs 

Directions: read each paragraph and decide which structure is used to organize it. 

compare/contrast●  sequence/order ● description ● cause/effect ● problem/solution  

 

1. Salads are a great way to get lots of veggies in your daily diet. Traditional green salads are a bowl of 

chopped up lettuce with different kinds of fresh vegetables such as tomatoes, cucumbers, carrots and 

onions on top. Italian and Ranch are popular salad dressings that kids love to pour over the salad.   

Structure: description 

*************************************************************************************** 

2. Salad bars became very popular at restaurants in the early 1980’s because health and physical 

fitness became widespread topics. Restaurants added salad bars to their menus to keep up with what 

customers wanted.  Burger King and Wendy’s even had salad bars in their restaurant space for a 

while. Although many of the self-serve salad bars are gone, restaurants still offer a variety of pre-made 

salads as menu items.  

Structure: cause/effect 

*************************************************************************************** 

3. A common complaint about school cafeteria menus has been that many of the foods lack nutritional 

value. Health officials warn us not to eat foods that are high in salt and fat. To help resolve this 

ongoing issue, many school districts have taken steps to revamp their cafeteria offerings, including 

adding salads and other healthy foods to their menus.  

Structure: problem/solution 

*************************************************************************************** 

4. Two popular menu items are Cobb salad and Taco salad. Both start with a base of lettuce and each 

includes meat/protein, but they have very different toppings. Cobb salad has bacon, shredded 

cheese, tomatoes, hard boiled eggs, chicken, and avocado. Taco salad has ground beef, tomatoes, chili 

beans, cheese, onion, and crushed tortilla chips. The dressings are varied for both of the salads. Both 

are hearty enough to be a meal.  

Structure: compare/contrast 

*************************************************************************************** 

5. It’s easy to make a salad. First, chop up lettuce and put it in a bowl. Then cut up and add the fresh 

veggies you like: tomatoes, onions, cucumbers and carrots. Next, select the dressing you want to add 

and pour it over the top. Finally, add some croutons for a nice crunchy finish.  

Structure: sequence/order 
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Name ________________________________ Date __________ Period ________ 

   Text Structures 
Read the sample paragraph below. It is written about tacos, using 
the text structure of sequence/order. Write additional paragraphs 
about tacos in the four other text structures that authors 
commonly use: cause/effect, compare/contrast, problem/solution and 
description. Signal words as hints are given for each. 

  Description 
(signal words to consider: for instance, for example, such as, like) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Cause and Effect 
(signal words to consider: since, therefore, because of, caused by) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Sequence and order 
(signal words to consider: first, second, then, next, last, finally) 

Making tacos is pretty easy. First, brown a pound of ground beef and drain 

off the grease. Then season it with taco spices. Second, chop fresh veggies_ 

such as lettuce, tomatoes and onions. Decide if you want soft tortilla____ 

wraps, or hard crunchy taco shells. Don’t forget, some people like hot___ 

sauce, sour cream or shredded cheese as toppings. Get all these_______ 

ingredients assembled. Finally, it’s time to build your taco!__________ 

 

Problem and solution 
(signal words to consider: problem is, the main issue is, one answer is, it was solved by) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Compare and contrast 
(signal words to consider: same as, however, differs from, similar to, both) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Name ________________________________ Date __________ Period ________ 

   Text Structures 
Read the sample paragraph below. It is written about soda, using 
the text structure of sequence & order. Write additional paragraphs 
about soda in the four other text structures that authors 
commonly use: cause/effect, compare/contrast, problem/solution and 
description. Signal words as hints are given for each. 

  Description 
(signal words to consider: for instance, for example, such as, like) 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

Cause and Effect 
(signal words to consider: since, therefore, because of, caused by) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Sequence and order 
(signal words to consider: first, second, then, next, last, finally) 

Root beer floats are an old-fashioned favorite treat and they are easy to__ 

make, with only two ingredients. First find a tall cup then put a few scoops 

of vanilla ice cream in it. Next, pour root beer over the ice cream, slowly__ 

filling the cup. Once the fizzles settle, grab a straw (or a spoon) and_____ 

enjoy!_______________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

Problem and solution 
(signal words to consider: problem is, the main issue is, one answer is, it was solved by) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Compare and contrast 
(signal words to consider: same as, however, differs from, similar to, both) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Name ________________________________ Date __________ Period ________ 

   Text Structures 
Read the sample paragraph below. It is written about popcorn, using 
the text structure of problem/solution. Write additional paragraphs 
about popcorn in the four other text structures that authors 
commonly use: cause/effect, compare/contrast, description and 
sequence/order. Signal words as hints are given for each. 

  Description 
(signal words to consider: for instance, for example, such as, like) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Cause and Effect 
(signal words to consider: since, therefore, because of, caused by) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Sequence and order 
(signal words to consider: first, second, then, next, last, finally) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

Problem and solution 
(signal words to consider: problem is, the main issue is, one answer is, it was solved by) 

Popcorn used to be prepared on stove tops using big pots of hot oil. The corn kernels 

were poured in and lids were used to keep the oil from splattering once it heated up 

and to keep the popcorn from flying around. However, hot oil wasn’t the only ____ 

problem this method of making popcorn had: the oil itself wasn’t healthy at all! Since 

popcorn is a popular treat, it needed to be improved. Manufacturers came up with a 

solution by designing air poppers and microwavable bags, eliminating the need to use 

oil at all.____________________________________________________ 

Compare and contrast 
(signal words to consider: same as, however, differs from, similar to, both) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Name ________________________________ Date __________ Period ________ 

    Text Structures 
Read the sample paragraph below. It is written about pizza, using 
the text structure of description. Write additional paragraphs about 
pizza in the four other text structures that authors commonly use: 
cause/effect, compare/contrast, problem/solution and 
sequence/order. Signal words as hints are given for each. 

  Description 
(signal words to consider: for instance, for example, such as, like) 

Pizza is a delicious and popular food around the world. It has a bread crust 

on the bottom, is covered with tomato sauce, lots of cheese and is baked 

with other toppings. For example, veggies like mushrooms, onions and 

green peppers are common toppings. Meat such as sausage and pepperoni 

are very popular. Still more topping combinations like ham and pineapple 

are also yummy. Although pizza originated in Italy hundreds of years ago, 

it is a favorite around the globe. 

Cause and Effect 
(signal words to consider: since, therefore, because of, caused by) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Sequence and order 
(signal words to consider: first, second, then, next, last, finally) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

Problem and solution 
(signal words to consider: problem is, the main issue is, one answer is, it was solved by) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Compare and contrast 
(signal words to consider: same as, however, differs from, similar to, both) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Name ________________________________ Date __________ Period ________ 

   Text Structures 
Read the sample paragraph below. It is written about ice cream, 
using the text structure of sequence/order. Write additional 
paragraphs about ice cream in the four other text structures that 
authors commonly use: cause/effect, compare/contrast, description 
and problem/solution. Signal words as hints are given for each. 

  Description 
(signal words to consider: for instance, for example, such as, like) 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

Cause and Effect 
(signal words to consider: since, therefore, because of, caused by) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Sequence and order 
(signal words to consider: first, second, then, next, last, finally) 

Ice cream sundaes are delicious and filling desserts that everyone loves! 

Here’s how easy it is to make one: start with a big bowl and put a few 

scoops of your favorite ice cream in. Next, add the syrup. Common flavors 

are chocolate, caramel, butterscotch and strawberry. The final touches 

include sprinkles, whipped cream, peanuts and a bright red maraschino 

cherry. Grab a spoon and dig  in !  ___________________________ 

 

Problem and solution 
(signal words to consider: problem is, the main issue is, one answer is, it was solved by) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Compare and contrast 
(signal words to consider: same as, however, differs from, similar to, both) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Name ________________________________ Date __________ Period ________ 

   Text Structures 
Read the sample paragraph below. It is written about French fries, 
using the text structure of compare/contrast. Write additional 
paragraphs about fries in the four other text structures that 
authors commonly use: cause/effect, description, problem/solution 
and sequence/order. Signal words as hints are given for each. 

  Description 
(signal words to consider: for instance, for example, such as, like) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Cause and Effect 
(signal words to consider: since, therefore, because of, caused by) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Sequence and order 
(signal words to consider: first, second, then, next, last, finally) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

Problem and solution 
(signal words to consider: problem is, the main issue is, one answer is, it was solved by) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Compare and contrast 
(signal words to consider: same as, however, differs from, similar to, both) 

Two very popular snack foods, potato chips and french fries, come from the 

very same source: potatoes. The traditional way to prepare them both is the 

frying method. Companies have also offered baked versions of both snacks for 

people trying to be a bit more health conscious. The main difference is the way 

the potato is cut. Very thin wafer-like cuts are fried up into crispy, crunchy 

potato chips. Long rectangles or thick wedges of potato are cut and fried into 

French fries. Each has its own traditional sauce: fries in ketchup, chips in dip!  
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Name ________________________________ Date __________ Period ________ 

   Text Structures 
Read the sample paragraph below. It is written about chips, using 
the text structure of problem & solution. Write additional 
paragraphs about chips in the four other text structures that 
authors commonly use: cause/effect, compare/contrast, description 
and sequence/order. Signal words as hints are given for each. 

  Description 
(signal words to consider: for instance, for example, such as, like) 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

Cause and Effect 
(signal words to consider: since, therefore, because of, caused by) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Sequence and order 
(signal words to consider: first, second, then, next, last, finally) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

Problem and solution 
(signal words to consider: problem is, the main issue is, one answer is, it was solved by) 

It wasn’t too long ago that potato chips came in only a few varieties. Now it takes an 

entire grocery store aisle to stock all of the various chips and snacks that are 

available. One relatively recent addition to the growing line of snacks is a thicker 

chip, designed for dipping. Before the thicker cut was introduced, chips used to break 

in half when dipped, leaving the consumer to dig the remaining half of their chip out 

of the gooey dip. Now chips are available in various thicknesses and even shaped into 

little bowls, suitable for dipping, scooping, stuffing and filling with all sorts of 

deliciousness. And they hold up nicely too, without falling apart. 

 

Compare and contrast 
(signal words to consider: same as, however, differs from, similar to, both) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Name ________________________________ Date __________ Period ________ 

   Text Structures 
Read the sample paragraph below. It is written about candy, using 
the text structure of cause/effect. Write additional paragraphs 
about candy in the four other text structures that authors 
commonly use: description, compare/contrast, problem/solution and 
sequence/order. Signal words as hints are given for each. 

  Description 
(signal words to consider: for instance, for example, such as, like) 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

Cause and Effect 
(signal words to consider: since, therefore, because of, caused by) 

Have you ever held onto a piece of chocolate too long and it melted into a gooey mess 

before you could even unwrap it? Even though chocolate is usually wrapped in foil, it 

is still not completely heat resistant. Because of  melting, candy makers choose their_ 

wrappers carefully to preserve the candy as best and as long as possible. Since_____ 

cellophane and wax papers resist sticking and tearing, makers of caramels and other 

sticky candies typically use those types of materials in their wrappers. Next time___ 

you’re tearing into a candy treat, take a second to notice the type of wrappers it’s in. 
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Sequence and order 
(signal words to consider: first, second, then, next, last, finally) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

Problem and solution 
(signal words to consider: problem is, the main issue is, one answer is, it was solved by) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Compare and contrast 
(signal words to consider: same as, however, differs from, similar to, both) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Name ________________________________ Date __________ Period ________ 

   Text Structures 
Read the sample paragraph below. It is written about cake, using 
the text structure of description. Write additional paragraphs about 
cake in the four other text structures that authors commonly use: 
cause/effect, compare/contrast, problem/solution and 
sequence/order. Signal words as hints are given for each. 

  Description 
(signal words to consider: for instance, for example, such as, like) 

Cake is a delicious and popular dessert food that is used for many types of  

celebrations. For example, birthdays and weddings are probably the two 

most celebrated milestones that include serving cake. Other personal 

achievements such as retirements and graduations also traditionally 

include cake. Cakes can be plain and simple or decorated with very 

elaborate icing designs. Any way it comes, cakes are a delicious treat! 

Cause and Effect 
(signal words to consider: since, therefore, because of, caused by) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Sequence and order 
(signal words to consider: first, second, then, next, last, finally) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

Problem and solution 
(signal words to consider: problem is, the main issue is, one answer is, it was solved by) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Compare and contrast 
(signal words to consider: same as, however, differs from, similar to, both) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Name ________________________________ Date __________ Period ________ 

   Text Structures 
Read the sample paragraph below. It is written about hamburgers 
using the text structure of compare & contrast. Write additional 
paragraphs about burgers in the four other text structures that 
authors commonly use: cause/effect, description, problem/solution 
and sequence/order. Signal words as hints are given for each. 

  Description 
(signal words to consider: for instance, for example, such as, like) 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

Cause and Effect 
(signal words to consider: since, therefore, because of, caused by) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Click the QR Code below 
to visit our TpT page! 

Sequence and order 
(signal words to consider: first, second, then, next, last, finally) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Problem and solution 
(signal words to consider: problem is, the main issue is, one answer is, it was solved by) 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Compare and contrast 
(signal words to consider: same as, however, differs from, similar to, both) 

Hamburgers and Sloppy Joes are two popular sandwiches. They both are served on a 

round bun, and both use ground beef as the main source of protein. However, that’s 

where the similarities end. Sloppy Joes use ground beef that’s loose and simmered in 

a sauce that tastes like bbq, while burgers have ground beef formed into patties. 

Burgers are topped with things like cheese, lettuce, tomato and onion while Sloppy 

Joes typically have no toppings at all. Although both start out with the same two basic 

ingredients (beef and buns) they become two distinctly different sandwiches. 
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